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Getting up very early at two in the morning of Thursday the twenty-
first we   set out  for a place   called   Rajanagaram   which is  sixteen miles
from  here.    Arrived  at  Rajanagaram by ten.    Though there is a fear of
-thefts,'the track is convenient to walk as it is sandv and a bit clavev  also.
/                       /  *
There is a thin jungle and a skirting of a mountain at one place. Gopalaraju
Pituri (Conspiracy) is a popular name attributed to a band of robbers at
every village. The track laid by the company authorities which forked at
Tuni comes and joins here at Rajanagaram. There is a police inspector
here and everything is available here. This is a Zamindari village of Koccherla
Kota Venkatarayadu. There was a choultry here set up by the Zamindars
but it went into disuse and the present Zamindar rivived and rennovated it
and is running it. We stayed here for the purposes of cooking and taking
our food. It is very spaciously built. There is a brahmin Agraharam of
about fifty houses near this place.
When I was staying in tents at the pilgrimage Padagaya there was
heavy rain. Ladies who came to pay their homage to Lord Shiva went about
their sacred task of taking bath, paying visit in the temple, never even caring
for the rain. Similarly when women folk of well-to-do families at
Vijayanagaram and Patna fell seriously ill, I treated them. When they were
curedj I asked them to take diet, but they adamantly refused to touch food
until they took a bath even if-they die. When I see all this I feel that in these
hard times (Kaliyuga), it is the woman that is gentleness personified as the
popular saying says "KalissadhustriyassadkiJ?*.
Starting at two, we set out for a place called Rajamahendravaram
which is ten miles from this place and arrived there by six. It is a sandy track
with jungles on either side. Midway between Rajanagaram and Rajamahen-
dravaram there is a police outpost set up by the Collector for the safety of
travellers. Rajamahendravaram was once the capital of Rajaraja Narendra,
It is said that with his son Sarangadhara the dynasty known as sGhandravamsa*
came to an end.
Rajamahendravaram was the hermitage centre of the great sage
Gautama. When there was a great famine for twelve years, the entire
community of brahmins was in a famished condition. They approached the
great preceptor of mankind Gautama. Gautama, by the help of the great
powers of his penance spilled a few grains and made them yield abounding
quantities of rice and saved their lives. When the famine was over, the
brahmins returned to their respective places but with malignity in -their
minds as to why Gautama should become so famous. The human body of five
premordial elements (Pancha bhootas) is covered with the veil of the six
passions (Arishadwargamulu) caused by the indescribable power of the
infinite. The District Judge Wyburt said once that the bullets would not
come off a flint lock gun if fire could not be produced by the flint stone when
struck to a piece of steel. If the'entire world is. full of gratitude, and goodness.